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PLAY GREEN: 

Integrating Sustainability to Ensure Responsible Design 
 

At Planning Resources Inc. (PRI), we have made sustainability a 
way of life for our clients and for ourselves.  It is not seen as an 
afterthought or as an additional element of our design; it is simply “the 
way” we design.  We are passionate about making responsible 
decisions for the good of our park users, the environment and the 
future users of our spaces.  We have a responsibility to look to the 
future, to consider how our actions today will affect the generations of 
tomorrow.  We believe we have a responsibility to act as stewards of 
the environment as we design for playgrounds and open spaces 
regardless of the project size. 
 
Sustainable design starts with understanding the “Big Picture.”   
Sustainable design promotes responsible environmental practices, but 
it also enhances social benefits and strives to reduce the cost of 
ownership and management.  Regardless of the size, the project must 
be considered within its surrounding context.  We have to treat 
landscapes as interdependent and interconnected spaces that share 
systems of soil, water, vegetation, and topography.  By understanding 
these larger patterns and employing a holistic approach, we strive to 
maximize the quality of our play spaces while minimizing 
the negative impacts on the natural environment.…  
 
For the rest of the article, please right click here and  
open link.  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

PRI offers Park 
Design, Open Space 

Master Planning, 
and Sustainable 

Design. 
In addition, we 

provide services in: 
Wetland 

Delineations/ 
Mitigations, 

Prairie Restoration 
Designs, and 

Erosion Control 
(NPDES). 

Please contact 
Keven Graham at 
630.668.3788 for 
more information. 

MONEY SAVING 
TIP?   

 

Installing low mow 
turf in place of 

standard turfgrasses 
can cut up to 2/3rds 

out of your 
maintenance 

expenses each year.  
Low mow seed 

mixes require less 
mowing, water and 

fertilizer.  If 
changing your turf 
mix isn’t feasible 
now, you can save 

money immediately 
by mowing at 1” 

higher and allowing 
more time in 

between mowing. 


